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I e Beew asked w0 give a2 talk o the fiistory of "Dog Rirr . - THliink being a boteutst and foer of natare, taal perfiaps to fim the Revefution was o mere
’ frvefevancy,

! et wot au historin: A that | Kuow abowt the history of ‘Dag Riwr, { fame w“_ﬂ:& ifta

EE_ %&ﬁ_ﬂﬁaaa: _.E__EE.:EEﬁ..mm_.m:m__?__::.ﬁnﬁ__in__&El::_: Napoleons | "TWars are flecting - nature cternal”.
tefinition of history ) .
o " - We frave mow skipped aloug from 1559 from Tristiu de Lusa, Spawisht explorer of ‘Dag

“Histary fs o “Fable Sgreed Upan” River éroaglt the Revofution, 1776, d itile wove thaw 200 years. History tefls us Hatfiing
- - &f Dag River favireg bee used for fomes by eitlicr the Spouisft or the Freneh or e ‘Englisht
ard as far as we Enosw ifie fand was {cft 1o the Birds, the witd arimafs oud the Indiamns

fir the year 1559 Uistan de Luna, Spanish ‘Explorer, ftnded ai the wouifi of Dog River in-
i m:s_m bout. He cxplored the river aud was impressed with the wild beaniy of ifie ww__iﬂn.ﬁ

gl cypress, ignolias, pines and oafs. “The Dagioad it blosu - the banks covered wih
the sweel siwclling foucy suckfe aud Bay Magnolia. The bayaus and creefs bordered with 3
Jerns and dhe purple water fyacinih, bt with aff tis feavealy beauty there was danges o
landing amprsthere as ife affigators and snakes and dags belongiug fo ifie ndians were guarding
i &.:.:.:w preserve. :

e tfte year 1830 ifie land upon which we Butft our fiome was granifed by the 1L.S. to “Etiene
LaLande, and in our titfe it is wristen Hat the land was granted for @ vesidenee. The deed
speaks of “Bayau Fournier” as being the howndary five o the west,

I e pear 1871 part of fis lund, fuow as the £a Lande Tract was bougfit by £, M.
Whisout eud fiis wife Agirster Evans. How different e fiistory of ‘Bag River sighit fiave bees
fied *Mtss Agusia™ bl fere instead of Astlaud Place!

More theu oue fandred years fater {1600} thervifle frad made Jrieuds withi the Tndiaus m..a
i section and fiad mamed e river, “Rivicre die Chiien” (sonie tfrink frou the witd doygs of
Tnueliaines ov from dog sftarfs, whic swaur in the waters of Dag ‘River).

_ “Tiere is living fiere on ‘Dog River a Negro who s a divect descendens ofa stitve owned by the
‘Evans fmnily. T fond vpon which tis Negra fives was given to fris grandfather affer ific
- War Behween Hie Siates. Tihe fourth generaiion of this Negro Jamily is row growing wp on
- “Dog River. They are probably lie oldest family in paint &m residesec ot the ivest side. “The
umme is Lipscomb, a fiue old Virginia name. *Fred, ifie omer of thie place mud the fatfter of
- the ciitdrert, worfs for my brather, Pawd ‘Danner.

thereille fwift o warcfionse at ‘D ‘River and establisfied a fanring fudusiry witere anfmal-
skins were fanrted and sipped 0 Fravce vie Mobife,

“From the iime of thervilfe unif a recent date, iy oty fristory we cau get of “Dog ‘River is of its
courmeicie wses. tu tie years gone fy i river fias seen brick £ifns - cotion fuctories, sonmills |7 . - . :
ol ouce it was o fide ont Jor the Copeland gang. (A gang of desperadas who pillaged | Three Freuchmen, Legere, Muflier and Portier fived on ifte west sife of Dag ﬁ:ﬁm\‘m:
Sohilc). ' many years. AN fave uaw died. 11 is said that ifrey settled frere in Alobaing becanse of e
. dimeaite and olse that the soff was siitable Jor growing grapes by wiicf ey figped o suiport
Histary wlls ws that Fort Morgau was bt of bricks wigde at “Dog River, and thai the u__.mm_EE?E by tunking E& .mq___ﬁ__.::q witte. “1fie Legeres jwere boru i Befginm. hiere bs an
Jouous architect, fouies, wsed the some source for fiis buitdings it Aabife. n t7zo, there § ancict colored wailidi .:E__ﬁ i the fiame _ﬂ wr H?b_wﬁ ..w___mm. &5 z_i.a fietine _‘.;3, fs
canie 1o hese avaters e Botoist, “S0Ulliam Bartram. He came i discower rare anid useful _;,E__.mm.“mm%mm her name is Clara, .w___mm.mn_ﬁ she is “Creole _:_Hm_n_a fir Mobife Hcans “yeerly
procictions of nebure in the myetafify kbugdom and to secrrre roots and seeds fo sfiip ta "Engfend, ite”. ﬂ.w_q.m are fiue scupper HoILY Lites ot ifie property of Legere aid Mulfier, and if foir
e engaged the ficlp of the mative tudiaits and fiieralfy cut fuis way irrough ifte freiagles of Dag fiave wever it _mwh_. and eaien the fuice of a sun ripened from scuppernong, ilien you dorrt
Riwer , v fnow faw deficious the scupperitony earn be.

"Barirtti aficrwards verote of the wax myrde found ou the banks of the river which affordsg | 1 the early 1900%, Mr Moy anm:. a Treutl: resident of Mobite, warried hu_m.aWzm ile
stale fitrder than bees e and whticli made eaudles whictt bumed forwer . Rewnre, an:.w_m:_ﬁ of ifte Barou De R of Paris, Frauce. Mr. Tacon find Mr. Learge

: ' Regers, Mobile archited!, diaw if plans for o frouse te be built ou Dag “River Jor fis
" coenity prime rase whiich fre found growing in abundauce o Dog River, fie described oo beduttful Parisian bride. his fiouse was the first fonse of auy distisrction buitt o e river.
tfre wast bedlisent plient ine existeuce it s daidy succession of Gmudseds o wetrils eachi over fiee : .
incfies. ! ! / fi % The Henry tzards fare fiad o fiowre o “Dog ‘River for sonie years and tn recemt tinies tiey

discovered a brick fined imurel on their paee. So far they do nat Fuew fiow it gat tficre oy for

He founid peaches aud dort hz_a;ﬁ. Jis int abrweiccdanice. SHe wend it rapliere over the cucwaber | W0aT purpase it was fuift,

tee, dfe bk cye, ilic woodbtue, gim elusiic, and ifie gram weter Iilies. "Bartram fiad an _— i . . p e
attach of foeer white ecploriug ‘Dog ‘River, and the tdicns made Gin some citronella iea, e “Wmﬂaﬁhmm m_“_mm.rﬂE ﬂ«ﬁqm:‘mﬂu q%”__wﬂm.:ﬂ ﬁ__aw__wnﬂw _H‘__mqn.n.wm:.u. bw_ﬁ%ﬂ _ﬂﬂuﬁ.ﬂ_ww_hm,aww ,___.m
trantk & and slept for Lventy faur fiowrs. He wobe up well aud thomght fie was in Heanend te 1. L. Bedsoles, tlie J. H. McKinfeys, the ‘Robert Bocons, HMrs. George CRV
dratk it and slept for ety Jaur fauirs. He woke e et aind thorght fie sas iu Ileaven “Taylor, I, Robert Whiting, e Clareudon MeClures, the Soward Barmreys — all o

hotries an the west side of ‘Dog River |

"Bariram wraic a boek about fi .H\w:__".:,q,_.. r this part of tie counlry. 1t was paitisticd wfier tie
i

SAwerican Revolution aird incredibfe as it may seem, fis book does ot mention the ‘Revalution, ; . o
! hort 25 pears ago Mr. Dan Fisher came to Mobife Jram St Lowis. He honghit some fared

ait By Riwr and buile @ ploce and uaned it * Dan de Lion Lodge”. Wvas a fovernminer of
. oar medvrn night clibs. (Later to become e farme e ‘Deaione 1 e dern 1 s fmited
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tfiere to futve fusteft 1ith a growp of fricuds. After funeft M Fisfier cavie oui on e S
whiere we were and suid “Tiis s te garden spoi of Mobife, but the Mobile people don't
Ruoww it", | wish Mr. Fislier could e here ioday to'see fiow Mobile people frave caugfi fis
vision ot ‘Deg River as beiug the "Gorder Spot of Mobife”.

Beautiful gardens and pleasant fowics ave iaken the place where once i wild dogs and ifie
fucdians roumed. Chitdren swit safely i the waters once deitgeroiis because of dog sfigrks
ard affigatars. ;

“Witat wifl ftere fAistorians write of oy generation afDog River fome ormiers? The cuftivaiion
ﬂ azaleas, camellia, cape fastiite, fydrangeas and the planting of aveanes of live anks 31
tape: seme witer wifl write it for Hiose wihte fived aff ifie year rownd at Do River Hrere wds
att cuer incieasing foy in e beanties of ature, Tafl, with its gorgeous colérs and the hea
of tfie s on the face of the river o a cold winder day wfien e river sfiines with more span
theea the train of awy carnivaf queen, and it is fard to Keep ones mind ou a book Jor foofin
Fhen the Eu____.m_.ﬁm Spring miracle wit the white flowers of dog wood and tfie beauty \&» it
fritge tree, thie tender green of the river ceeds avid ferus ifrickly stidded with purple iris  the di
sweet witli the fragrance of the foneysuckle and bay magnofia and swamp lifics — ¢
siuging of masty birds and lowards evenivg e steady incessant cliorus of frogs to full ore inia
sworet steep wlitfe wittspecing thauffidly--

“The fivavens declare the glory of God and ifie frimament sfiowetls Fis fandiwork”
Psafiss 19:1

p\\&&n&w@ @@v %&. o

That'’s Rick ire §
by

Tinggern Tnge Fedlton

Surburban PEOPLE Correspondent

‘December 13, 1984
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Life along Mobife’s Dog River ftas dhivays been oue of coutrasis, Ns fristory is wich, witff

- toles of a Welsft prince and fegends of wm mf Coast aatfaw vying for interesi. s fife-style

taday afso shows conirasis, witft the yacftis of iffe rich jockeying for position with weckend
roavbroutis. FErci Mie origin a._m Hs nanie _T:.ﬁ; couliasting staries. Meobiliaa _.E_”___mz_ :_.m__._
Tultont fras ermumed a Tifetime of memarics abant ‘Dag River-aloug witlt some wore recens
researchl o ifs fristary.

ha:% aga, Anicricatt fudians belicved tiot heaven was an the bank of a river Today, tis
could be true for resideuts of Mabile's Jamed "Dog ‘River, or, as the early Spanist and Trench
explarers naiied it: "Rin del “Perro or Riviere dut Chiierr.

Ottce onby a smamer place, (fie river is now g part of thie city af Mobife and is lined with penr
roinid fAoies,

Trog River is a river of comtrasts, 1 can be \‘n.ﬂ__m.,.a:n___.?. but uot too fasfifonable for the
weekeid rowhoat fisfierity. Yachts cruise ifs leugifr, and soifboats wavigate its spread-out
hapous, Large esiates with landscaped growads aud hright swimming pasls are freve and
ifitre along iis bauks. Bt these da wat deiract fron the modese piers and boat fiouses, or the
smatl saudy beachies where young chifdren feart to swim. Teentgers water ski _\ﬂ?a lengifi
anud i E__%. ot of the creeks that flose imte jt: Rabbii, Perch,” Halls Ml an Alfigater
Beryou. Sonretiues ou g sumier aflernocn boats will slaw dmvn miiile o wedditig takes place
oit o fewm mmder the spreading oafs.

‘Each year on a weekend in Decewber, Just afier dark, the Cirisinas Boat Parade is cause
for great celebration. TUhiffe friends gather 10 waich, a ma‘ww_% saifboats ond cabiv ervisers
wove storwly dowrr iie river to its womift and hack again. The festive, colored fighits inr ifie
ﬂ“ﬁ___.zh aof tie boais are meﬁ.&. bt the uight walers of e river, and fighis in _..«m_ yards of
o0

vies slong e viver flasht on in soluie o5 the boats pass by

i anetfier wein: Mobiles first satsmaia frec was pauted on “Dag ‘River foug ago by a
Frenchuan named Legere, who was also voied for fiis fine vineyards aud wine-making.
Today, ifiis pari of fe viver abounds witlh beanefl fiomes and gardens, aud is Enawir as
Pofi! Legere,

‘Dag River is & paradise for young boys, for it presents alf the challenges thiat defight fiem.
ﬂ_mm.. calnp ouf overight and dig i the woeds for fudian poter. ﬁ% v discover, as others
have before tliem, farge cariften howdls bured i the river marsfies wear the bay, wicre it is
safd that Trisian de Luna in the 168 century carcered fris bouts to make repairs. T frowds

utigiti frave heen wsed for fieatittg far.

“Hie clam shefls they find are said fa be Jassifs from prefistoric tines, when aff of sontfiern
abama was vider water, Palmeito plartts wloug the river banfts conld alse b evidence af
fhis age.

£An old vap of the vicirity sfiores tie location of ¢ “Saimge Viflage” bounded on the west by
Dog River and ou the cast by what is vow ‘River Forest Drive.

Artifucts, brokes pieces of ilian papery and arvmvficads fave e Joiieel, st ot tisiting
arclicoloyis! once sid thit Nomad Indious find camped fere approxtudiely 2,000 prars
ago. School chiftdren studying locaf fristory are told that i 111, when Bicavifle wmowed fits
colanty frow Tiwenty-Seven-Mife Bluff 1o the presem site of Mabile, tfie ndians livitg af thot

i —

focation were mioved firrthier sowifl 1o Doy River.

Histary books tell is that in £ 5 19 a Spanish explorer named Piiieda sailed iuto Mobile By

and cafled it “The Bay of ihe Holy Spirit.” How enticirg meust e beew the sighi of D

River o tie weslernt shore, with fis* sandy beaches ruriiug futo the bay and the fuge mas

fruitg oaks mmn&m.a its banks. “Ioday, ai the woutl of the river, the souift shore fas washe
5

away and the oaks fave tong since faffen inie Hie swiff current Mot rushes out of ifie river,

“Through the pears there ficve heen many discussions as io whiere Dog River gt its g
Sovite say the river and ifs adjaceut creeks are the shape of 2 deg whei you took at ¢ map
e area. Qifiers say that the carly French explorers saw raccoons runting i the woods g,
theugfil they were mw.w.ﬁ. Stilf otfices clitim that alfigators at the wowil; umhm river “barkee

 fke dags.

‘But by far the mast fascinating fegend that fas been fianded down is ihe story af Prim
Madoe, tfe Welshi explorer Eb.m discovered Mobile Bay in tfie year £ ryo. One bersion sq
tfiat tie river was originafly uamed “Madoc River” for Prince Madoc and iat, throughi if
years, ifie "d-p-c” became “dog.” Ofd waps are said to sfiom “Mad "Dag River.”

Another htstorian felfs of the Ielsfinaur’s visit to Mobile Bay in 1 170 and actualfy mention,
@ bayai ou the western side of ifie bay calfed “Dog River.”

tut the scarch for infarmation for iftis article, anothier curious fact came to figfit that was n
directly comaected with Daog River i aury iway, but- which is worth woliitg becanse of i
conirection siift Pritee Madoe:

One writer tefls of anr fudian seci called “Doegs” who were the “TPadoucas,” a iribe fiving i
Missouri centuries ayo. They alse were &uowh as “Meu of Madec. " The word “Padoucas
was a coription of ifreir sriginal name: " Madawgwys™ (provionced Mad Dogs?). fn an
cveil, any of the fucls i various aecounis are comradiciory, and one version wmight as we
be true as any oifier. After aff, Mis is an intriguing part offong sitent fiisiory— a Mistory abot

witeft we can ouly ponder.

1¥ is fumwr et the Spaitards called it Rio def Perro” aud the Freach called it “Riviere d
Clifen, * batf; wicating “River of e ‘Dog.”

Fovvewer, years loter, e Tuglisht version of tie iginie “Dag River” is thonglit ia fave com
ahoit witen e Briistt rufed Mobile durini te “‘Revolutionary Uar.

One focel fstariau writes that i the 1610 century, Triston de Launa’s colairy was on the soui,
hiank af Dag ‘River aud afong thie west stde of Mobile “Buy. FHe tofd of a tropicol Rurricany i
1559 ifat wrecked the howes of this cofomy, just as ane did some g00 yedrs ater whe
Hurricane “Frederic frit M obile. .

‘The moruing eficr the 1 975 furricane, dozens of wasts of saifbeuts coutd be seen prefridiin
frawm tfhe waters of Dag River, witere e boats had sk, aud one wonders what olfier stor]
frerdl dfome o Uftis avea

s fountdetions mud the fecber fiand to be fiawled frons the wgac - ice, Wit mles
“But ifiers hisine safel that it was swept off its foundations fecawse i vnisw edatts i waas ondy ¢

A story is iold that in the 1916 furvicaue, the chubfisuse at the e Clich was wasfied &W_u
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fittle sfiack supporied by wosden blacks at ifie water’s edge. ‘10fat a far ey from today’s
elubliouse with its fong, screeued porchies aud oversized stane fireplace i the tiving reom.

A story of Dag River would not be conpleie without meutioning the uaue of Capt. Peter
Flha, oite of Mabile's early Mardi Gras &ings, who huili a funting and fisfiing cnap on a
picturesque poiut of faid it g wide part of the river. He later donated ihe site fo his friends as
ifte AAtha Munding mud Fishing %m.

“This club, weted for nof seridig alcoftolic beverages ainpwhiere in the dubliouse or on e
grouids, was—and siifl is—a family club, where E____,___:.Nanm aard saifbonis are moored and
where children spend the day swimmtiang and canoeing and older teenagers go saifiug in the

mooufight

it thie 19303, the club was a great place for Sunday diters, when Ms. Litflegreen, the
careiater, and Lillie, the cook, excelled in serving fried chickeu, fomemade roffs and Jresht
peacht (frand-crauked) ice creain.

Youiig people were always safe af the Alba Cheb, whether day or wight.

fu ific daptime, Mrs. Littlegreen would wake thew come ont of switaming if e weatfier
rvied clily. “The boys and girls would warm up by fier wood stow in the &iichien and munch
o Mitky TWays E@ frot dogs.

T the evenings, if teenagers fingered too fong afier darf, the flondlighits wontd suddenly turn
on, and Mirs. Litilegreen would sy, "Hts gerting fare. Thue te go'on fiome.” It is @ wander
atey teciage romance flourisfhed in iiose days!

M mm. Lithegreew was @ “legend in frer o time" and was foved by dliifdren and parents
afife.

Q.RE:%z_m_‘_.mm&?u.miw u\ ___mm?:_m_auq_?_t.ﬂ_a:_a@_um_,_n:m.mEwwm_.n_i.m_.zﬁ
wfio—mwith fris gang—terrorized the inftabiianis of the Guif Coast during tfre 13505,

Before fis fieigiacg in Mississippi, Copeland confessed that fie would fiide fis loot on "Dag
River aud theu ga hack for it fater, escaping sowietivies dressed as @ wouon.

ﬁ.__mmni_m:ua___ma:_mwnam&H___mmz._‘_mn_____E.n..h__,_.n:.,.q::mm_.m:_a.EEE?._H .‘,«mqﬂnmnﬁ .4?
o of the river: [0is Kuowi ilel fie was finafly captured in the vicinity of Dag "River,

The Copeland Gang was swid to firve been wade vp of @ mumber of peopfe—sonie prominent
in that day.

‘Dog River is 4 tiderwater—a river where salt water comes in from dlhe bay. Vet its upper

reachies are fed by fresht streams from Cottage Hill and Spring Hiff.

q._wm_l%_mq__:?__m&m__.__mar_ema___ H__.mml___nw E:M_u .Hm.az_mnﬁémaa Eixsﬁm_.:mn:msnaa
euteriiuitigh witft stfuer and crystl; from gardening fo picwics on thie wharf.

Bul, whatever the appraaclt ane takes lo rench ifee river— Navce Road, Venetia “‘Road,
Folfingers tsland, Riviere dir Chienr Road, Spanish Poisi, Riverside, River Toresi o Scemic
Drive; oue thing is cerigin: Dog River is a world ol its awni,
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